Just How @ZA |s The Name, Jehovah?

Dateline January 2004: Reviewing Jehovah Wit-

nesses New Theology about the Name “
(Yah)” in Awake magazine!

Nearly everyonehashad avisit with aJehovah Witness at
onetimeor ancther. Theirmainfocusisintroducing thepublic
to the name, Jehovah, then, therest of their doctrines.

Our belief isthat YAHWEH isthetrue name of the Cre-
ator, with history and the Bibletaking precedencefor the
record of longevity. Let truth prevail!

Old Biblesand Records

Theoriginal Authorized 1611 King James Version spelled
thenamesof the Father andthe Sonwithan“1” utilizing the
sound “1 or Y” asin YAH; Father, YAHweh, and Son,
YAHushua

Remember, the vocalization of “Yah-u-hey” written
“Yahweh” washappening for 1,600 yearsbefore Jehovah
and Jesus were even heard of! Jehovah and Jesus are

“Johnny comelately” names. The name Yahweh (,‘fmj)

wasin existencefor 5,600 years before men changed His
name to Jehovah.

Noticethe spelling of thename Yahwehinthe 1599 Geneva
Bible (*\V), using the “I” for the Y sound.  (Quotes
ver batim)

SNV Psalm 83:18, “ That they may knowethat thou, which
art called | ehouah, art alone, euen the most High ouer all
theearth.”

Next noticethat Jacobislaakob, whichisStrong's# 3290
2PV Ya agob{yah-ak-obe'}.
SNV Exodus6:3, “And | appeared vnto Abraham, to | zhak,

and to | aakob by the Name of Almightie God: but by my
Namelehouahwas| not knowen vntothe.”

Please notice the transformations within the English
Language from the 16" century to the 19" century; —

evolution if you will to the so-called name Lord, The
LORD, and other titles. These names are all man-made

substitutesfor the Tetragrammaton (771777Y) YHWH.

GNV(15%9) Exodus 15:3, “ The Lord [ 71777°] isaman of warre,
hisNameisl|ehouah.”

KWV (1769 Exodus 15:3, “The LORD [1171%] isaman of war:
theLORD ishisname.”

Hebrew tranditerated Bible

First notice that YAHWEH [M°] “yhwh” is

((bracketed)) asadonay, thisisstill maintained today, in
keeping with Jewish tradition by disguising the Sacred
Name.

(man) WX (yhwh) 73 W' Exodus 15:3 ¢-read
(Name) S (yhwh) 7Y™ (battle, wan)amom

BHT Exodus 15:3 yhwh (°adonay) 18 milhamal
yhwh(’adonay) Somo

°T Exodus 20:2 ’anoki thh (°adonay)
>&loheVka aser hose’tlka meé’eres..

TheDutch 1637 (with Strong'scodes) Bible
Strong’s# 03068 = Yahweh)

SWExodus 15:3, “ DeHEERE <03068> iseen krijgsman
<0376> <04421>; HEERE <03068> is Zijn Naam
<08034>!"
KV Exodus 15:3 The LORD <03068> is aman <0376>
of war <04421>: the LORD <03068> is his name
<08034>.

| do not speak Dutch, but the Nameisnot Jehovah and the
tradition of trand ating the DivineName YAHWEH instead
of tranditerating hisnamewaswell and strong then also.

Now noticethe names M oses and Joshua, son of Nun, are
tranditerated, not trandated; and wecanrecognizethem
inthe Dutchlanguage.
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W Joshua 1: 1, “ Het geschiedde <01961> (08804) nu, na
<0310> den dood <04194> van Mozes <04872>, den
knecht <05650> desHEEREN <03068>, dat deHEERE
<03068> tot <0413> Jozua <03091>, den zoon <01121>
van Nun <05126>, den dienaar <08334> (08764) van
M ozes <04872>, sprak <0559> (08799), zeggende
<0559> (08800):"

KV Joshua 1:1, “Now after <0310> the death <04194>
of _Moses <04872> the servant <05650> YAHWEH
<03068> it cameto pass, that YAHWEH <03068> spake
<0559> (08799) unto Joshua <03091> the son <01121>
of Nun <05126>, Moses <04872> minister <08334>
(08764), saying <0559> (08800),”

| do not have Tyndale's 1554 Old Testament, but notice
“leus’ isfrom the Greek “<2424> ’Incoic lesous’ and
asGreek hasno“J’ soundit usesthe“1” for aY E sound.
The Jehovah Witnesses (and Christians) arejust aswrong
for proclaiming “ Jesus’ for our Savior’snameasthey are
for subgtituting Jehovah for the Heavenly Father’ sname.

TNT-154 M atthew 1:21, “ She shall brynge forthe asonne
and thou shalt call hisname | esus. For he shall save his
peplefromtheir synnes.”

Namesare Tranditerated, not Trand ated:
Proof? TheBiblel

(®*") Swedish 1917 (%) KingsJamesVersion (MR°) Ara-
maic 1852 Version

KV Acts26: 10 Whichthing | alsodidin Jerusalem:

SI7 Acts 26:10 sagjordejag ock i Jerusalem.

KV Acts26: 12 Whereupon as| went to Damascus
SI7 Acts 26:12 Nér jag nu i detta drende var pa vag till
Damaskus

KV L uke 23:6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked
whether themanwereaGalilaean.

SI71uke 23:6 Nar Pilatus horde detta, fragade han om
mannen var fran Galileen.

KV uke23:7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged
untoHerod’sjurisdiction,

SI7|_uke 23:7 Och dahanfick vetaatt han var fran det land
som lydde under Her odes

MRD | yke 24:18 And one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, .

SI7 | uke 24:18 Och den ene, som hette K leopas,

Generally speaking, most namescarry their origina sound
from language to language, satan, however, has caused
mankind to desecrate the Only Namefor salvation and
most have bought into that lie.

How ©ID isthe letter “J'?

Here's what The World Book Encyclopedia 1974 edi-
tion hasto say concerning theletter “J” (most other ency-
clopediasaresmilar), “ Jj isthetenth | etter of our alphabet,
and was the last to be added. It developed from the
letter I, which wasthetenth letter in the al phabet used by
the Semites, who oncelivedin Syriaand Palestine. They
probably adapted an Egyptian hieroglyphic, or picturesym-
bol, for hand to represent the | etter, but the resemblanceis
dight. Theancient Greeksused theletter and passed it on
totheRomans. Inthelate Middle Ages, whentwo or more
I’swerewritten together, scribes often added along tail to
thelast one. Later, thetail wasusedtoindicateaninitial I.
Duringthe 1600'sani at the beginning of aword waswrit-
tenwith atail. Thej developed from these formsand be-
cameasymbol for the consonant j, asinjoy.”

Theological Wordbook Old Testament

(emphasisours)

Yahweh -- Jehovah

“..Inthepogt-biblica period, reverencefor theineffablename
“Yahweh” caused it to be supplanted in synagoguereading
(but not inwriting) with the noun’adonay, “ my master,” or
Lord. Next, when medieval Jewish scholarsbegantoinsert
vowel sto accompany the consonantal OT text, they added
to YHWH the Masoretic vowel pointsfor ’adonay ; and
the actual writing becameanimpossible YaHoWaH, the
ASV “Jehovah.” ...”

Fausset Bible Dictionary #1911 Jehovah; Yahweh,
“1911.01 Jahaveh or Yahaveh isprobably the correct form
(thevowel pointingin Jehovahisderived from A-d-o-
n-ay) from the substantive verb haawah (found only six
timesin the Bible; obsoletein Moses' time; retained in
Chaldeeand Syriac from atimeanterior to thedivision of
the Semiticlanguages), for themore modern haayah (HSN-
1961), to be; aproof of thegreat antiquity of the name: “I
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AM THAT | AM” isthekey of the name (Exo. 3:14), ex-
pressing unchanging Being. Thenamewasold and known
long before; it appears compounded in Jo-chebed and Mor-
iah, andsmply in Gen. 2 and afterward. Butitssignificance
inrelationto God's peoplewas new, and now first becom-
ing experimentally known.”

The | SBE Bible Dictionary defines Jehovah correctly
as" Yahweh,” noticethefollowing 3 examples:.

“4913 Jehovah-Jireh

<je-ho’-vaiji’-re> (Heb: yahweh yir’ -eh, * Yahweh sees):
The name given by Abraham to the place where he had
sacrificed aram provided by God, instead of hisson I saac
(Gen22:14).

4914 Jehovah-Nissi

<je-ho’-vanis'-i> (Heb: yahweh nicci, ‘ Yahweh is my
banner’): So Moses hamed the altar which he reared to
sgndizethedefeat of the Amaekitesby | sragl under Joshua,
at Rephidim (Ex 17:15).

4916 Jehovah-Shalom

<je-ho’-vasha -lom> (Heb: yahweb shalom, * Yahwehis
peace’): Thiswasthenamegiven by Gideontothealtar he
built at Ophra, in allusionto theword spokento him by the
Lord, “Peace beunto thee” (Jdg 6:24). Itisequivalent to
“Yahwehiswell disposed.’”

Brown Driver Briggs 2315 M1 (page 219),

“Thepronunciation Jehovah wasunknown until 1520,
whenit wasintroduced by Galatinus; but it was contested
by LeMercier, J. Drusius, and L. Capellus, asagainst gram-
matical and historical propriety (cf. Bo:§ 88). Thetradi-

tional "Top¢ of Theodoret and Epiphanius, theﬁ", 'mj

of compound n.pr. and the contracted form 7 all favour
1" [YHWH]”

What does (Je)-HOVAH mean?

Strong's# 1943 31 hovah {ho-vaw’}

“Meaning: 1) ruin, disaster
Origin: another formfor 01942; TWOT - 483c; nf..”

TWOT “(483c) il (howa) disaster.
howa. Disaster. KIV,ASV, “Mischief,” initsarchaic sense
of calamity. JB.P...

MiM noun commonfeminines ngular absolute”

Brown Driver & Briggs, “2314 aan (page 217) (Strong
1943)

“+ M n.f. ruin, disaster (cf. sub MT) Ez 7:26 X920
T Sy A disaster shall come upon disaster, Is
47:11 M Moy 5B disaster shall fall uponthee (|
MY, INY)...”

Theevidenceof historical meaningsfromtheorigina lan-
guages showsthat coupling the poetic form (M*Yah) with

(nthovah) by men, brings forth a god of disaster and

ruin; no matter what man'sintentionswere. Thisisadding
tothewordsof Scripture (Deut. 4:2).

What about L ord and God?

Lord and God areinmost Bibles, but The LORD isnot a
name. God however istaught enigmatically asboth atitle
and aname, confusing to say theleast. Godi.e. Elohim, is
not arepresentation of our creator’sName, butismerely a
tittemeaning“mighty one.” Inmost BiblePrefixes, they tell
thereadersthat “God, Lord and The LORD” arerepre-
sentations of the Nameor titles.

Sadly thetrandators choseto use atitle, “TheLord,” to
represent the Creator’'s NAME and a name “god” as a
descriptivetitle. However, the Scripturesdo warn usabout
re-naming our Creator.

KV Exodus23:13,“Andinall thingsthat | have said unto
you be circumspect: and makeno mention of thename
of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy mouth.”

Godisatitlerepresented by the Hebrew word, Elohim,
meaning Mighty One(s) whenin referenceto the Heavenly
Father: and god isatitle represented by the Hebrew word,
€l ohim, when meaning alesser mighty one(s).

The LORD (asrendered in most English Bibles) isasubsti-

tutionfor theDivineNameYAHWEH “M.” TheHe-

brew word, Adonay, is also translated Lord and means
master or lord“asinlandlord.” When these words appear
together intheBiblethey areusually rendered Lord God or
Almighty God, which addsto the confusion to say theleast.
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In the preface of the NIV and most other versionsit
explainsthesetraditional rules.

TheNew International Version preface pageix says,
“Inregard to thedivinename YHWH, referred to asthe
Tetragrammaton, thetrand ators adopted the device used
inmost English versonsof rendering that nameas‘ LORD’
incapital lettersto distinguishit from Adonai, another He-
brew wordrendered‘Lord,” for whichsmall lettersare used.
... When Adonai and YHWH Sabaoth occur together,
they arerendered ‘theLord, theLORD Almighty....”

In theintroduction on pagesxx-xxi of the Moffatt Trans-

lation, it hastheseremarks concerning the Tetragrammaton,
“Onecrucid instance of thedifficulty offered by aHebrew
term liesin the prehistoric namegiven at theexodusby the
Hebrewsto their God. Strictly speaking, thisought to
berendered * Yahweh.” whichisfamiliar to modern read-
ersintheerroneousform of ‘ Jehovah.” Werethisver-
sionintended for studentsof theoriginal, therewould be
no hesitation whatever in printing ‘ Yahweh.’ But al-
most at the last moment | have decided with somereluc-
tanceto follow the practice of the French scholarsand of
Matthew Arnold (though not exactly for hisreasons), who
trandatethisnameby ‘the Eternal,” exceptinanenigmatic
titlelike‘theLord of hosts” Thereisadistinctlossinthis, |
fully admit;...” [emphasisming]

In the introduction of the New King James Ver-

sion on page xi, it has these remarks concerning
the Tetragrammaton, “The covenant name of God
was usually translated from the Hebrew as ‘LORD’
or ‘GOD’ (using capital letters as shown) in the Kings
James Old Testament. This tradition is maintained...”

Scholarsknow, but till maintain confusion by using terms
suchasTheLORD, Lord, GOD, God, Lord God Almighty,
which areall from different Hebrew words, meaning dif-
ferentthings

Theconfusionwould vanish for most Bible studentsif the
trandlators would trandate the title and trandliterate
Yahweh’'sName. Almighty YAHWEH hasonly OneName,
and from the most ancient and modern times, Yahweh or
Yahueh (pronounced thesame) isthe best tranditeration of

.

The Name and Personage:

MANY SAY THAT IT ISTHE PERSON, NOT THENAME that is
important, however, Bible passages connect them, and the
Name is emphasized and alwaysin the singular.

KV Acts4:12, “Neither isthere salvationin any other : for
thereisnoneother nameunder heaven given among
men, wher eby we must be saved.”

KV Psalm 83:18, “ That men may know that thou, whose
namealoneisiM, artthemost high over al theearth.”

KV Philippians2:9, “Wherefore 117 also hath highly ex-
dted him, and givenhimanamewhichisaboveevery name”

NAURomans 14: 11, “For itiswritten, ‘ASI LIVE, SAYS

[YAHWEH,] (M) EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO
ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE

TO[Elohim]’ @*1i58Y)”

TheHebrew New Testament “HNT” showsthenameand
the personage, quoted from 1sa.45:22-25, in Phil.2:10ff.
Both the Peshittaand HNT usethe Savior’snamea so.

DX) “IXTT 2IND 3 VT Romans 14:11 €-read
15531 712753 von *H o _mim
DIoRD TIm

KV |saiah 45:23, “I have sworn by myself, theword is
goneout of my mouth in righteousness, and shal not return,
That unto M eevery kneeshall bow, every tongueshall
swear.”

MRD (Aramdic) H glyr ew's 6: 13, “For when Elohim made the
promiseto Abraham, becausethere wasnonegreater than
himsalf by whom he could swear, he swore by himself;”

NAUDeuteronomy 6:13, “You shall fear only YAHWEH
your Elohim; and you shall worship Him and swear by
Hisname.”
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A brief summary of The Savior’'s Name

Just as Jehovahisnot thenameof our Crestor, Jesusisnot
thenamefor the Son of themost high, Yahweh. TheName
of the Father, as Scripture states, isincorporatedinthe Son's
Name.

The Greek recognizesthat the original nameisincorpo-
rated in the Son'sName.
Pleasenaticethisinthefollowing passage and inthe defini-
tion of the name, Yahushua, (Greek “Inood”).

NAUPhilippians2: 9-11, “For thisreason d so, [Elohim] highly
exdted Him, and bestowed on Him thenamewhichisabove
every name, 1°so that at the name of [Yahushua] (Inood)
EVERY KNEEWILL BOW, of thosewho arein heaven
and on earth and under the earth, **and that every tongue
will confessthat [ YahushuaMessiah] is[Master] totheglory
of [Elohim] the Father.

Friberg, “’Inooig, od, 6 (1) Joshua, masculine proper
noun meaning Lord (Yahweh) saves, designating Moses

successor (AC 7.45; HE 4.8); (2) Joshua or Jesus, acom-
mon nameamong Jews’

Thayer, “ "Inooic, 'Incod, dative Inood, accusative Tnood
v, vocative Tnood (Winer’sGrammar, sec. 10, 1), 6, Jesus

(YW and according to alater form, YWY, Syriac[?,
i. e.whose helpisJehovah”

Theological Word Study Old Testament = TWOT

TWOT, “YWI* noun proper no gender no number no

date

y®hoshiia-yeshtia® designatesten Hebrew leaders (ISBE,
1, pp. 1622, 1743) from Moses' successor Joshua (KJV,
Jehoshuain Num 13:16; 1Chr 7:27) tothe post-exilic high
priest Jeshua (Ezra3:2; Neh 12:10). Theformer’sname
waschanged fromtheHiphil infinitive, Hoshea, “sdlvation,”
to Joshua, with its deeper spiritual connotation of
“Yahweh (is) salvation” (Num 13:8, 16). Bothmen are
caled“Jesus’ inGreek (Acts 7:45; 1Esd5:48), i.e., yeshiia*
isour Lord'sHebrew name, “for hewill save hispeople
fromtheirsns’ (Mt 1:21). This[Aramaic yeshiia | may be
ashortened form with the divine e ement omitted, meaning
“hewill save...”

Note: According to the Theological Word Sudy Old
Testament (as shown below), the name Yahushuaisacom-

bination name T or T =Yahweh; DY =sdvation; DT

and SJJ‘L__?W.‘T’ =Yahushua. Please notethe following defi-
nition:

TWOT [Yahushua] “ D2 noun proper absolute
(4843) M (yhwh) Yahweh.

(484b) 71 (yah) Yahweh,

0929.0 YY" (yasha‘) be saved, be delivered
(Niphal); save, deliver, givevictory, help; besafe;
takevengeance, preserve (Hiphil); ASV, “rescue’
“defend cause”: RSV, substantive“savior.” (ASV and
RSV smilar, but interchange synonyms.)

(929a) YW" (yesha‘) salvation, deliverance. (929b)
MUY (y°shi‘a) salvation.”

Strong’'s3091, “ YW Yehowshuwa' {yeh-ho-shoo'-

ah} or YU Yehowshu'a{yeh-ho-shoo’ -ah}
Meaning: Joshuaor Jehoshua="Jehovahissalvation™”

The Hebrew New Testament, aswe haveit, istrand ated
into Hebrew from both the Greek New Testament and the
Aramaic New Testament. Thereisno original Hebrew
New Testament!

When trand ating the Greek New Testament to the Hebrew
& Aramaic New Testament “’Incov” was translated to

“ :_th'w " inActs7:45 and Hebrews4:8. Thisismoreevi-
dencethat thename, Yahushua, ismorethanlikely theorigind.

Thismost important Name should be spokenin rever-
ence and not taken lightly, especially, sinceitisaprivi-
legeto teach Hisname and to baptizein the Sacred Name.

Yahweh/Yahushua, [equaling i / YOI explained

above], asshownintheAramaic PESHITTA TEXT,
(the oldest dated manuscript in the world) were used by
believersuntil the 16" century. Scripturetdllsus ( Jodl 2:31-
34; Acts4:12 to nameafew), that thereis no other name
under heaven that saves mankind, and the coming King-
dom of Elohim proclaimsno namechange.

KV Zephaniah 3:9 For thenwill | turnto the peopleapure
language, that they may all call upon the name of
YAHWEH, to serve himwith one consent.
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Summary

Some new amazing factsfrom the Jehovah Witnesses?

In the January 2004, edition of “AWAKE!,” amagazine
published by the Jehovah Witnesses, they had a ten page
articleon, “Do You Know God by Name?” Their fruit was

fruitless. For example, they write, “Jah, or Yah, an abbre-
viation for God’s personal name, is pronounced Kah. Hallelu-
jahis pronounced Hallelukah. Some even avoid writing out the
term “God,” substituting a dash for one or more letters.”

Has anybody ever heard of “Hallelukah?” Yah

inHebrew is(M) “ Yod—Heh.” Thisformisfound 50 times
inthe Hebrew Scriptures. Theword that the Jehovah Wit-

nessessay it really should be, “Kah,” is(2?) “Yod-Kaph”

inthe Hebrew. HOWEVER, (D/‘) ISN'T INTHE BIBLE;

it is like JEHOVAH, A FABRICATION. Throughout
the entire articlethey stresstheimportance of the Name,
however, their resources only go back to the 16" century
for proof of Jehovah.

Cleverly, they recitethe Scripturesand use Jehovah, Y HWH
and point to the Tetragrammaton; but rarely do they betruth-
ful andwrite* YAHWEH" . They dotell about theKing James
Version and others, then say, “ The above are just three of
many Bible translations published over the past centuries that
omit or downplay the name of God. It is no wonder that the
vast majority of professed Christians today hesitate to use the
divine name or do not know it at all.”

The problem with their commentary isthat the Jehovah
Witnesses are Chief to “omit or downplay the name of
[YAHWEH];” therightful and truename. In previouslitera-
turethat the Jehovah Witnesses produced, “ The DivineName
That Will EndureForever,” they admit that thenameYahweh
ismore correct but confess, “weretain the name Jehovah
because of peoplesfamiliarity withit.”

Isn't“ God” more popular than Jehovah?Why don’t they
promoteit? Why not promotetheWor dsof Yahweh?

With scholarship such asjust quoted, it's no wonder that the
Christians mark the Jehovah Witnesses as a cult. They sim-
ply manufacture and make up fairy talesto provetheir point.

Mentamperingwiththeoriginal Name, Yahweh (7777), “I
AM (77°77) WHO (OUR) | AM (77°7)"; altered it to be-
comethegod of ruin, disaster & mischief! * Je-Hovah.”

Jehovah is a recent invention of men only being
dightly morethan 450 yearsold. Sure, asin many cases,
theoriginal intent was probably good; it was an attempt to
bring light to our Creator’ sname. However, sometranda-
torsin medieval timesdid know that the Namewasvowel
pointed to say “ Adonay.” Also, inthosedays, Elohimwas
thought to be the name and that’s how M ohammad, who
invented | am, cameto the conclus on that the name of the
Heavenly Father was* ALLAH.” Hesimply used thevowel
pointsof Adonay on Elohimand cameup with Allah.

Mistakeswere made, but typically, prideful men chooseto
justify errorsinstead of correcting them to agreewiththe
Word of Yahweh!

KV Danidl 12:4, “But thou, O Daniel, shut up thewords,
and seal the book, evento thetime of the end: many shall
run to and fro, and knowledge shall beincreased.”
Knowledge shdll beincreased, includes Scriptural knowl-
edge, but yet with thisknowledge, how many who claimto
follow the Biblestill eat unclean foods? How many justify
worshiping on thefirst day of theweek?How many justify
using any name? Within the Sabbath keeping community
many use the same arguments against the Sacred Name,
Yahweh, and His Son, Yahushua, that they say Christianity
usesto oppose the Sabbath.

We all must look at the Word of Yahweh for
guidance, not traditions.

ItisYAHWEH that will bein charge of the Kingdom of
Elohim. Jehovah, theelohim of ruin, isdefined by thelexi-
consand dictionaries asfictitious. We havethe Scriptures
which definethe Mighty Oneby theoriginal wordsand we
have alanguage of recent invention attempting to provean
imposter; which evidence will you choose to be-

lieve?

Weall have choicesto make. Our prayer isthat wenot be
like our forefatherswho wouldn’t change. Onceupona
time, thoseforefathersdied out in thewildernessand they
had Almighty Yahweh Himself astheir ingtructor and Moses
toguidethem. Almighty Yahwehislooking for Leaderswho
will follow HISinstructions. They aretheleadership
that He will trust to guide the Nations in His

coming Kingdom; will You be one of them?

Dennis Bitterman



